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Recent political kidnapping of people in the State and elsewhere
in the country call for an understanding of the underlying problems and
appropriate solution to prevent the State and the country drifting into
Lebanon-Latin American type of situation.
These kidnappings have to be viewed as an extension of activities
of political groups who believe in 'revolutionary' and 'terroristic1 acts to
promote their cause and achieve their ends. Perhaps their approach to
public life emanates from their strong belief that political institutions are
totally inadequate for the exercise of democratic rights. The immediate
objectives of organised violence on their part are general: intimidate the
adversary, neutralise 'onlookers' and consolidate their base and following,
while kidnapping people and keeping them as hostages is a bargaining
weapon either for ransom or as it has been the case the release of their
convicted 'comrades', undertrials, and those in custody, it is quite likely
that many of these are victims of draconlan laws which the Centre and
the States have enacted to combat terrorism and revolutionary activity.
The next phase of this onslaught will be to intimidate the judicial
personnel which will create additional problems.
It must.be. recognised that kidnapping, holding persons for ransom,
intimidating law enforcing officials and judiciary can be resorted to by
the professional criminals as much as revolutionary political activists. In
fact at some level, and at some state, the distinction between the two
may get blurred and 'crime5 can easily acquire political hue. Once this
happens, the deterioration in law and order will not only be a threat to
the proper functioning of civil society but the exercise of civil liberties in
the face of consequential state and non-state violence will'be in jeopardy.
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